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By fax 2537 9083 and by mail
10 April 2007
The Chairman

Committee on Govemnance and
Political Development of the Strategic
Development Commission.
" ¢fo Central Policy Unit, -
13/F., West Wing, Central Government Offices,

Central, Hong Kong.
Dear Sir:

On 12 January 2004, our association suggested to government t0 consider developing
for the HKSAR a bicameral legislature consisting of a House of Representatives
(Lower House) and a Senate (Upper House).

We now understand that the Committee on Governance and Political Development
of the Strategic Development Commission has thought it fit to put aside for the time being
any further discussions on a bicameral system, primarily because it would involve changes
to the Basic Law.

Like many other organizations in Hong Kong, our association does not want to see
amendments to the Basic Law if such can be avoided; therefore we accept the Committee's
view as being in the overall interest of the HKSAR.

At this point, we have several suggestions on changing the HKSAR legislature,
between now and 2016, for consideration by your Committee at its next meeting.

2008 Legislativee Council Election

There is a ground swell of public opinion in favour of government negotiating with
the corporate sector to redefine the functional constituency corporate vote from that of
being  single corporate vote to be expanded to include members of Boards of Directors,
of governing comnmittees, and committee members at executive/management levels.
Should government take this suggestion on board and achieve a successful result, it would
be a clear signal to the community of government's resolve to reform and broaden the
voting base of the functional constituency system.

2 islative Council jon
1. Functional constituencies with small electorates could be combined into group

constituencies which would bring about an enlarged and more representative voting base.
The number of functional group constituencies should be reduced to under 15 if possible.
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2. A large functional group constituency could make use of & nominating comsmittee
system in preparing a slate of qualified election contestants who would be directly elected

by voters on the voting register.

3. The District Councils in each of the five Legislative Council regions should have a
Legislative Council seet to be elected by the District Councillors in each of the five
regions respectively.

4. Five new Legislative Council seats should be allotted to each of the five Legislative
Council regions respectively. A nominating committee with balanced representation
would be set up in each region to prepare a slate of participating candidates. Voting
will be by direct election.

5. Equal perity between the geographic directly elected seats and the functional constituency
seats should be retained for the 2012 Legislative Council period so as to ensure a smooth
transition.

6. The split voting system should also be retained during the 2012 Legislature Council
period so as to continue reflecting a working balance of community interests within
the Council.

7. Each Legislative Council voter would be given two votes, one for the direct clection
geographic constituency seat and one for the functional group constituency seat.

2016 Legislative 1 ion

At the present time of writing, our association is as yet unable to suggest whether 2016
will have a legislature that will be fully elected by universal suffrage, as defined and
applied in the HKSAR political context.

We will first have to see what can be agreed upon and what can be implemented for the
2012 legislature. All things being equal, 2016 is a preferred date for most Hong Kong
residents for universal suffrage in the HKSAR Legislative Council.
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Conclusion

Our association supports the gathering momentum towards having the 2012
Chief Executive elected preferably by an 800 person nominating cornumiittee and by a
universal suffrage process. ’

We also support government's efforts to prepare a roadmap and a timeteble, with or
without pre-conditions, aimed at forming a legislature by 2016 to be elected by universal
franchise, end conforming with the terms and spirit of the Basic Law.

Sincerely,

(Signed)

Hilton Cheong-Leen
President

c¢ Chief Executive, HIKSAR
By fax 2509 0580 & by mail
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